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¢ Failte Ireland © Tourism Ireland

National Tourism Development Authority

Failte Ireland: responsible for development of the tourism product in the Republic of Ireland, and for its marketing and
promotion to the domestic market

Tourism Ireland: responsible for the marketing and promotion of the whole island of Ireland to overseas, international
markets and operators
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National Tourism Development Authority

WILD ATLANTIC WAY
Failte Ireland comprises a number of different departments: SLI AN ATLANTAIGH FHIAIN
from Commercial Development through Marketing,
International Publicity, Accommodation Development to
Regional Development. The Regional Development section
comprises of 4 teams that are focused on the regional brand
propositions: Wild Atlantic Way, Ireland’s Ancient East,
Dublin and Ireland’s Hidden Heartlands.
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Wild Atlantic Way Region

Ireland’s Hidden Heartlands
Ireland’s Ancient East
Dublin

Northern Ireland

Overlaps




- BRAND PROPOSITION

Explore the green heartlands of Ireland’s natural
rural beauty, where activity and relaxation are
centred around rural communities and their
lifestyles, and can be discovered across a
latticework of land and water trails, showcased
by the iconic River Shannon and the Beara
Breifne Way.




Ireland’s Hidden

SIGNATURE ASSETS:

— Still Water (Lakes & Rivers)
— Lake Island Castles

— Nature (Forests & Bogs)

— Hidden Heritage Gems

SIGNATURE EXPERIENCES:
— Cruising on the Shannon
— Active in Nature (walking / water-based, etc))
— Family Fun in Nature and on the Water
— Uncovering Hidden Gems
— Angling & Golf




Devglopment of.lreland’s Hiddgn Heartlands: 6 Irelands Hidden
Reminder of business opportunity

Regional Distribution of Visitors

70% of the action is in 30% of the landmass.
79% of overseas nights in 5 counties.

Sustainable growth demands greater regional
spread.

Opportunity for Midlands.




The Ireland’s Hidden Heartlands Team HEARTLANDS
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Where we are

Ireland’s Hidden Heartlands is an
emerging destination:

Not strongly identified as a tourism
destination — a permeable transit zone.

3.5% overseas overnights.
3.5% domestic overnights.

Some very good accommodation,
but only 4% of bedstock.

Some good hubs, but need more.

Some good industry networks and
clusters, and these need improvement
and more are needed.

Patchy range of visitor experiences
across the region.

Weak packaging and promotion to meet
consumer needs.
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The River Shannon

360km long from source to the sea ST - e
Navigable for the majority
Slow and still — only falls 60 feet in the first 150 miles

Cavan.

Three of the largest lakes in Ireland:

Lough Allen & @ Longiord
Lough Ree (Lake of the Kings) o N ‘ b
Lough Derg 3 Resconsase (5 B

¥ .B;Ilymah; : i
Different habitats including - p e oy
Lake, bog and water meadows . %
Ballinasloe

Special Areas of Conservation (SACs)
Special Protection Areas (SPAs)

Characterful and colourful villages and towns



Beara Breifne Way

500 km

Historic march undertaken in 1603

Beara in Cork to Breifne in Leitrim

12 different trails

Intersects with the Shannon at several points

2"d North-South spine in Ireland’s Hidden
Heartlands



Growing and promoting the inventory of experiences in Ireland’s Hidden Heartlands: 2020
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Growing the profile of Ireland’s Hidden Heartlands: Press ads in 2020

ETRIM
MOON RIVER CRUISES

OFF THE BEATEN TRACK, AWAY FROM CROWDS, IRELAND'S HIDDEN HEARTLANDS
DFFERS TREATS FOR THE SENSES THM ARE YOURS T0 PISCOVER.

You can be active and mmbhmughl&eﬂ:aﬁdepmcm[w:-dn,anﬂbp
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ripples along one of its many lakes (Cavan alone has A .duskblalﬂaehthnw Ofﬁelﬂ%wﬂ"d
_overzsa!) \ra!mréautchfomemagicﬂmm nd.as mrr

of the River Shannon on = canoe or your own cruiser,

2 Brendan 5t Ard Nahos in the Leitrim hills.
n Adventure 8 b i ; . _
o S e L e \ A unmissabl res in a tranguil

H[‘HEPNAN WODLLEN MIL[E

a guided tour of

STROKESTOWN FARK HOUSE,

T GARDENS ¢ NATIONAL FAMINE
RURAL ADVENTURE T00 i MUSEUN

petience a fa ing retelling

wisrw heritageireiand ie v edgeworthstown net it strokestownpark. ie wharw._celtic-rootscom

ffwffﬂ-twfdthg?“ | Discoverlreland.ie !rcéxnd-‘pncm-gdt&:?gﬂ | Discoverlrelnnd.ie




Growing the profile of Ireland’s Hidden Heartlands: Articles in 2020
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Growing the profile of Ireland’s Hidden Heartlands: Influencers in 2020

@ athlone.ie
oh+ S
Delighted to see Alan Hughes and Chef Edward

Hayden visiting #Athlone and exploring all our
hidden gems with Ireland's Hidden Heartlands.

Tune in to Ireland AM from 9.30am Thursday with
Alan and Edward taking to the water with
Baysports and much much more....

#IrlAM
#MakeABreakForlt

|
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&> Slieve Russell Hotel

W e

RTE's @jennygreene swapping the airwaves for
some golf lessons with @raflewskigolf_europe
@slieve_russell_hotel & . ; #discoverireland
#thisiscavan #hiddenheartlands
#makeabreakforit .J @rte2fm
@thisiscavanofficial @hiddenheartlandsirl
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SLIEVE RUSSELL

PGA, National



Growing the profile of Ireland’s Hidden Heartlands: Media partnerships in 2020

Branded segment across Ireland AM /
Ireland AM weekend and the Six
O'clock Show

5-8min segments featuring station
contributor providing information and
inspiration to viewers

Presenters from the shows pave the
way through pre-recorded VTs from
different locations discovering
something new

30" Ad slot created using presenters
VTs and aired across Virgin Media
One, Two and Three




Supporting businesses through Covid-19 in Ireland’s Hidden Heartlands: e.g. The Adaptation Fund 2020

COVID-19 Adaptation Fund Summary
FUN B Region Counties Account Category Stage
All W All Vs All N/ All v
Total Pre-Eligibility Check Application Submitted By Grant Type Application Submitted By County
Submitted Co. Dublin 210
5835 adaptaton Fund - s | ]
Co. K
s T . Adaptation Fund - Accommodation Provider _ 1323 *hen
Total Application Submitted Co. Galway
Adaptation Fund - Restaurants or Cafes _ 893
5 3 8 3 Co. Donegal
Adaptation Fund - Attractions . 230 Co. M
0. Mayo
- - - Adaptation Fund - Activity Operators / Boat Tour O... I a1 2
Applications Processed & Paid ) 9. Clare
Adaptation Fund - Adventure Centres I 56 Co. Tipperary

5 095 Adaptation Fund - Tourism Golf Clubhouse | 37 Co. Limerick

Adaptation Fund - Tourism Equestrian Centres l 20 Co. Wexford

Total Amount Paid Adaptation Fund - Accommodation Provider - 2nd A... | 12 Co. Waterford
Co. Meath

€ 16,191,860 Co. Kildare

Application Submitted By Region

Co. Kilkenny
. : Mot Assigned 0.15K (2.81%) —
Amount Paid - Strand A Capital s e B i Co. Wicklow
0.55K (10.18%) i
€ 16.062.354 (10.18%) ~ Wild Atlantic Way Ba.T
b ) f 2.12K (39.29%) Co. Westmeath
Dublin 0.73K (13.9%) —/ Co. Louth

Amount Paid - Strand B

Co. Roscommon
Consumables

Ireland's Ancient East

€ 129,506 1.54K (28.59%)

Co. Cavan
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Growing the profile of Ireland’s Hidden Heartlands: Covid-19 Safety Charter certifications 30 March 2021

Region

Multiple selections s

Total Businesses Registered

4751

* Inc. Non Approved Businesses

Businesses Compliant

4255

5546
“Belfaét
o ISLE OF MAN
Atlantic K
Ocean/lrish Sea e o ngndilk
[ ] e @ .. Sea
Gakay Lo
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. , Swansea
Aberfawe
Cargiff
Caerdyd

b Bing

S-Z!JZ‘f Tm'nTum 22021 #icrosaft Comporation. Termns

Counties

Account Category

All ~ All

Select all
Co. Carlow
Co. Cavan
Co. Clare
Co. Cork 7
Co. Derry
Co. Donegal
Co. Dublin
Co. Galway
Co. Kerry

T Wl daen

Jistered By Stage

I 252
B _

Approved 1

By Region

Ireland's Hidden Heartlands
520 (9.67%)

Wild Atlantic Way
2399 (44.62%)

Dublin
831 (19.45%)

Ireland's Ancient East
1606 (29.87%)

Registration Summary for Safety Scheme Charter

Stage
All

o GET LIST

Businesses registered by Counties

Co. Dublin

Cork

. Kerry

. Galway

Co. Donegal

. Mayo
. Clare

. Tipperary

Co. Limerick

Meath

. Waterford
. Kildare

Co. Wexford

. Wicklow

. Sligo

Co. Kilkenny

Westmeath

. Louth

- Roscommon

Co. Laois
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0 Ireland's Hidden
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Register on our Trade Portal
https://tradeportal.failteireland.ie/

Training and supports
https://covid19.failteireland.ie/

Research and insights
https://www.failteireland.ie/Research-and-insights.aspx




Go raibh mile.maith agaibh!
Thank you!




